FOXX AMENDMENT

To prohibit the implementation of a unit record database

Today I am offering an amendment to improve the Higher Education Act by protecting the privacy of college students.  In short, my amendment will prohibit the Department of Education from implementing the proposed student unit record database—a project that would dramatically infringe on the privacy of our nation’s college students.  
This amendment to protect student privacy is essential given the recent interest in creating a national student information database.  The proposed so-called “unit record system” would include a huge amount of college student personal information including each student's name, Social Security number, address, date of birth, attendance record, academic record, etc. – all the Federal government and college officials could ever want to know about a student all in one place.  
Some people have portrayed the database as necessary if students and parents are to have useful and accurate information about things like college graduation rates and higher education financing.  
They've got it completely backwards. The problem isn't that government and colleges lack detailed information about students. The problem is that students -- and parents and taxpayers -- lack detailed information about the colleges to which they pay tuition.  

Support for the student database isn't universal among higher-education groups. The National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, for one, has registered serious concerns. 
"We do not believe that the price for enrolling in college should be permanent entry into a federal registry, and we fear that the existence of such a registry will lead to future demands for access to the data for non-educational purposes," they said in a policy statement. "Proponents of the plan have failed to make a case that justifies this erosion of student privacy." 

A database containing wide-ranging information about students would be a marketer's dream.  While supporters of the proposed database insist the information collected would be permanently off-limits for anything other than strict academic tracking, it's impossible to believe some organizations or agencies wouldn't eventually seek the authority to access the system for other purposes.

This amendment also ensures that the Department can continue to use and improve the well-established National Student Loan Database System, a system that ensures quality services for federal student loan borrowers and that protects the integrity of the federal student loan program.  This amendment also includes exceptions for states that wish to implement or continue to use student databases and for the Department’s current survey data collection efforts.

College students and those bound for college should not have to forfeit their right to privacy when they seek to further their education.  I urge a yes vote on this amendment to protect the privacy rights of all college students. 

